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• Formed 21 January 

• Max Intensity: 75kt 





ENSO: 
• Current: El Niño Advisory 

• A strong El Niño is expected to gradually weaken through spring 2016, and to 

transition to ENSO-neutral during late spring or early summer. 

 

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 

• The MJO became incoherent during mid January, as the enhanced phase 

encountered destructive interference with the robust ENSO base state. Kelvin Wave 

activity is apparent over the Maritime Continent. 

 

• Most dynamical model MJO index forecasts show an amplifying signal over the 

Maritime Continent by the end of Week-2 (hard to do during a strong El Niño). This 

signal may be partly associated with potential TC activity, but the EMCWF monthly 

depicts robust eastward propagation to the Pacific. 

 

 

Extratropics: 

• There is uncertainty regarding whether an intraseasonal signal will develop, but if a 

Maritime Continent MJO event does evolve, the downstream mid-latitude impacts 

would be largely in opposition to the canonical ENSO impacts. This introduces 

considerable uncertainty to the longer range forecast for the U.S. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml




IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies 

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence  

Incoherent 

upper-level 

pattern as 
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to dominate 

Pacific, KWs 

interfere over 

the I.O. and 

M.C. 

 

 



MJO Observation/Forecast 

GFS ECMWF UKMET 

Dynamical Model RMM Index Forecasts all support an emerging 

signal over the Maritime Continent (Phase-4) by Week-2. 

 

Note: Since 120-Day period mean removed, this amplitude may 

reflect interference with the base state more than robust MJO 

enhanced/suppressed envelopes. 



Average Conditions when the MJO is present 

CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events, with all phases of 

ENSO. 



Low frequency likely to 

continue playing a dominant 

role. 

 

KW activity apparent over the 

Pacific and Maritime 

Continent. 











Connections to U.S. Impacts 









Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 




